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Curriculum Overview for Year 5 and 6: Happy Birthday England 

 
 

 Whole class reading of age 
appropriate texts looking at 
English poets and authors, 
such as Shakespeare, 
Dickens and Walter de La 
Mare. 

 Writing information leaflets 
on well-known English 
landmarks, including towns 
and cities. 

      English 
     

 Where did the England Flag 
originate from? Research and 
investigate the legend of Saint 
George and link with 
symbolism of the rose. 

 Range of skills including 
Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar. 

Oracy 
 

 Opportunities for debates 
on a range of 
issues involving 
England. i.e.  
What if Germany had won 
the war? What if the Isle of 
Wight was not part of 
England?  

 BBC broadcasting – making 
videos using appropriate 
techniques. 

 

Art & DT (UKS2) 

 

 Investigating and researching famous english artists 
such as William Blake, Banksy and Damien Hirst. 

 What techniques does each artist use to define 
their art?  

 Design and make a coat of arms for your surname. 

 Prepare and make a traditional English meal. 

 How are castles designed and structured? What 
would you include in a modern day castle (use your 
knowledge of ancient castles)? 

Computing (UKS2) 

 E-safety first half term. 

 Use stop motion to recreate a famous English 
battle (e.g. Battle of Hastings) 

 Begin to understand computer coding looking at 
Alan Turing as a case study. 

 Comparing today’s computers with those of the 
past. 

 Who invented the internet and how important has 
it become to modern day living in England?  

Gender Neutral 
 

 Gender neutral stories. 
 Gender positive language. 

 Gender neutral discussion and debates. 

 Who were some of the most influential figures 
in English history for equality between men 
and women? E.g. Emmeline Pankhurst. How 
did they affect life in England? 

Geography (UKS2) 
 

 Map work development of the British Isles. 
 What is the important of Greenwich as a 

geographical location? 
 Research and investigate human and physical 

features of England. E.g. Rivers, railways and 
landmarks. 

 
 

 

 Use of ‘White Rose’ maths 
scheme and ‘Chris Quigley’ 
Mastery problems. 

 Who was Charles Babbage 
and what was his 
contribution to 
Mathematics? 

 Compare English currencies 
through the ages and explore 
the role of the Bank of 
England. 

      Mathematics 
 Research and collect data on 

the population of England 
and presenting it using 
graphs. 

 Conversion of metric and 
imperial to calculate 
distances between famous 
English locations. 
 

 

 

                  History 

 Was King Cnut arrogant and foolish? 

 How have different significant historical events 
impacted upon England? E.g. Plagues, baby-
boom and supporting triumphs, how the 
population of England has changed. 

 What are key chronological rulers from England 
best known for? E.g. Henry VIII and the 
reformation of the Church of England and 
introducing divorce. 

 
Music (UKS2) 

 

 Composition and appreciation of traditional 
English music. 

 Isle of Wight festival. 
 Who were ‘The Beatles’? How important was 

their music in putting England on the world 
music map? 

 
 
 

Science 
 Looking into the famous discoveries and 

inventions from England. E.g. Penicillin, 
electricity, lightbulb and telephone. 

 How important is it to protect and conserve the 
environment of England? What plants and 
animals are indigenous to our Country? 

 Weather and Climate of England – comparison 
of other Countries, e.g. Wales, Scotland. 
 
 

 

                            
Modern Languages – French and 

Spanish(UKS2) 

 Appreciation of the English language and the links 
to others. E.g. Latin and Danish 

 Learn to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ in French and 
Spanish. Are there any similarities in the 
languages? 

 Celebrating traditional festivals such as Carnivals 
and Saints days. 
 
 

 
Physical Education (UKS2) 

 

 Netball – jumping, throwing, catching. 

 Gymnastics – flexibility, strength, technique. 

 Football – tactics, strategy. 

 Lacrosse – adventurous activity. 

 Teamwork 
 

 
Religious Education/PSHE 

 
 What is the origin of the English flag? 

 Holidays/saints days. 

 What would a flag that represents you look 
like? 

    Skills 

 Problem solving. 

 Number skills. 

 Written and mental 

arithmetic. 

 Vocabulary 
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